Revised: 07/27/08

English I – Course Expectations
Course Description

The regular English I course will teach composition, literature, and grammar. Students will learn to think critically, listen, read, write, speak, and identify the structures and purposes of major literary genres including short stories, poetry, drama, and the novel.

Pre and Post Assessment Testing

Each student will take pre and post assessment diagnostic tests to determine their strengths and weaknesses in grammar, composition, reading levels, and writing aptitude.

Curriculum

1. After reviewing definitions, examples, and uses in a sentence, students will reinforce their knowledge of grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.

2. When presented with grade appropriate vocabulary word lists, students will use various note taking methods to learn the vocabulary and take tests to demonstrate mastery.

3. Given the correct organizational formats, students will write assigned structured paragraphs and essays.

4. Following the writing process, students will write the following essays:

a. First person narrative and/or third person persuasive essay(s)

b. Research essay

c. Book report (outside reading from the reading list given by the teacher)

5. Students will memorize selected pieces from Romeo and Juliet and selected poems.

6. Through lecture and research, students will learn and practice library research skills and will use the computer to write a research paper.

7. Students will develop writing proficiency through completion of Nevada Exit Exam practice tests.

8. Students will use reading strategies to enhance their reading for understanding,  information, and enjoyment.

Quarter 1:
Quarter 2:

Grammar
Grammar

Vocabulary
Vocabulary

Greek roots
Greek roots

Literary terms
Literary terms

Writing process
Writing process

Narrative and/or persuasive writing 
Narrative and/or persuasive writing

Short stories/novel
Short stories/novel

Quarter 3:
Quarter 4:

Grammar
Grammar

Vocabulary
Vocabulary

Greek & Latin roots
Greek & Latin roots

Literary terms
Literary terms

Writing process
Writing process

Poetry/Romeo and Juliet
Poetry/Romeo and Juliet
Research process
Research process 

Writing a research paper

General Information
Grammar, vocabulary, reading, and writing activities will continue throughout the year. Grammar, spelling, and mechanics will be emphasized each quarter.

Make-up Work

Students have two (2) days to makeup any homework or tests missed due to an absence.

Evaluation
Criteria for arriving at student grades:

Semester exam will constitute at least 10% but not more than 25% of the grade.

Tests, quizzes, assignments (both in class and as homework), and participation will constitute the remainder of the grade. Participation includes contributing to a positive learning environment and may be up to 10% of the student’s grade.

Explanation of student grades


A = 90% to 100% -- Excellent


B = 80% to 89% -- Above average


C = 70% to 79% -- Average


D = 60% to 69% -- Below average


Below 60% is failing


IN = Incomplete


NG = No Grade

Behavioral Expectations
Each student is expected to bring to class a blue or black ballpoint pen, a red ballpoint pen, a #2 pencil, PVHS planner, and a three-ring loose-leaf with five (5) index dividers and lined notebook paper.*

Teachers will not accept work that is illegibly written.

Chewing gum is not allowed.

Food and drinks (except for bottled water – NOT flavored) are not allowed.

Cell phones, iPods, and/or other electronic equipment are not allowed in class. TURN THEM OFF AND PUT THEM AWAY BEFORE ENTERING THE CLASSROOM. Use of these devices in class may result in dean’s referrals and/or confiscation. Use of these devices during tests will result in ZERO points plus all of the above.

Teachers are available before and/or after school for help.

Students are expected to abide by the plagiarism policy.

*At the discretion of the teacher, students may be required to use a 70 page spiral notebook in lieu of the loose-leaf binder.
OTHER:

Major Text
In English I, we use McDougal-Littell’s The Language of Literature. Students are responsible for taking care of the text. If a student loses or damages, a textbook, he/she is responsible for paying for it ($70). 

Extra credit – Students may earn extra credit at the discretion of the teacher.

