Advanced Placement (AP) English:

Language & Composition Syllabus

Instructor:  Ms. Resnick

Palo Verde High School

Make-up sessions will be after school by appointment

Note: This course has been authorized by the College Board. This means that the College Board deems that my “course meets or exceeds the expectations colleges and universities have for [this] AP subject.”

REQUIRED TEXTS:

1) Bedford/St. Martin’s Publisher (Eighth Edition), The Bedford Reader.
2) McDougal Littell Publisher (2002), The Language of Literature-American.

3) Prentice Hall  Publisher (Fourth Edition), The American Experience.
4) Supplementary xeroxed readings (to be supplied from time to time)

5) A selected reading list will be provided for novels to be read out of class.  (Literature is not on the essay portion of the AP exam.  However, do expect multiple-choice reading comprehension questions that may possibly cover not only pieces of non-fiction, but may also cover literature as well.)

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

1) Students must have an index/stanine between 7-9 and be in grade 11.

2) Prerequisites:  Teacher recommendation

3) Student s will take a diagnostic writing exam the first week of class.

4)  Regular attendance is preferable.

5) Intelligent participation, with assignments prepared according to schedule: and 

6) Commitment to the work of the course in class and out.

7) Expect extensive reading and writing.

8) Expect to actively engage and participate in class.

9) Expect to share your writing with the class.

10) Expect to turn in homework assignments and major essays at the start of class.

11) Expect outside reading and writing.

12) ***It is required that you take the AP Exam in May! 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


The AP Language and Composition course trains students to become skilled readers, critical thinkers, and writers in diverse genres and modes of composition.  As stated in this Advanced Placement Course Description for the English exams, the AP Language and Composition course’s purpose is “to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers.”  As the course progresses, students will become aware of their own composition process through self-assessment and evaluations by peers and the instructor.  These skills will allow the student to read critically and write effectively in different modes in the college classroom and beyond.


Additionally, this course critically analyzes language and its structures.  Identification and application of an author’s use of rhetoric is a concentrated focus.  Students will be classifying and writing essays, building and developing a more sophisticated vocabulary, researching and compiling supportable documentation, and writing and critically analyzing timed writings and multiple-choice reading comprehension based on previous AP examinations.  Again, this course is designed to improve critical thinking, reading, and writing skills.  Students will be shown how to turn their experience into evidence, how to enrich essays with knowledge gained from reading and research, and how to develop argumentative strategies.


As such, this is a composition class where American Literature will be incorporated.  When literature from The Bedford Reader is implemented, the focus will be on elements of language (STYLE), which will include (but is not limited to) diction, tone, connotation/denotation, figurative language, syntax, allusion, imagery, irony, and satire.  The primary text is non-fiction in nature -- the essays concentrate students’ attention to the numerous modes of discourse, composition, and rhetorical language.  Students will write a variety of essays throughout the school year:  narrative, description, process analysis, comparison/contrast, division/classification, definition, cause and effect, and finally, argumentative essays.   Hence, non-fiction is the focus of most of our reading, with emphasis on the 20th century.  However, do expect to see supplementary reading literature from the 16th century to the present, as the AP exam often includes material from a variety of disciplines and historic moments.  The major works from American Literature are required reading.  These readings will be discussed at length in class and sometimes used as writing prompts.  Moreover, a broad spectrum of genres will be included in addition to essays:  speeches, diaries, letters, and documents to name many.  This course is especially designed for students wishing to attend colleges that give a first-year credit for English Language and Composition only.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  (Goals & Outcomes)


1.  Students will learn to sustain discussions of topics in language and   

                American culture and frame cogent arguments in debates about  

                current issues and American literature.


2.  Students will learn to respond personally and reflectively to a range of 
                literature, by focusing primarily on 16th C. to contemporary American 
                and some British works.


3.  Students will learn to write for an intended audience and to focus on 
                audience,  purpose, style, and tone for each writing audience.


4.  Students will learn to independently interpret, evaluate, analyze, 

                summarize, and synthesize the works they encounter, expressing their 
                responses in personal, creative,  and primarily 

                expository/argumentative writing.


5.  Students will learn to research within an area of inquiry and publish 
                essays on a  personal interest for a variety of audiences.


6.  Students will master a five-step writing process that includes prewriting, 
                drafting, revision, editing, and publication.


7.  Students will develop the knowledge and strategies needed for editing 
                their own and others’ work in peer critiques.


8.  Students will recognize the cultural, social, historic, and political context 
                of language,  both past and present. 


9.  Students will learn the characteristics of the different modes of 

     discourse.


10.  Students will apply their writings, speaking, reading, and listening 

                  skills in completing individual projects within their areas of inquiry.

           11.  Students will learn familiarity with the types of multiple-choice and 


       essay questions  and expectations for answers on the AP Language 

       and Composition Exam.


12.  Students will collaborate in small groups from time to time.


13.  Students will evaluate peer interpretations and arguments through 

                  discussion and debate and provide feedback through peer editing 
                  groups.


14.  Students will write and review the questions and answers to sample 

                  AP Language and Composition Exams.

           15.   Students will complete an A.P. Novel Form for all outside reading.
16.  Students will learn how to document a formal research essay, using 

                  the Modern  Language Association’s (MLA) Style Sheet.


17. Students will be able to identify the characteristics of a writer’s style.


18.  Students will be able to identify the elements of fiction.

 
19.  Students will prepare for S.A.T. vocabulary terms.

20.  Students will recognize the origins and developments of American 

                   Literature as a  product of the political, social, and religious 
                   environment of the American people. 


21. Students will be able to identify and understand appropriate prompts in 

                 preparation for their Advanced Placement exam.

~TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE~

TYPES OF ESSAYS AND READINGS TO BE COVERED --

NOTE:  Selected non-fiction reading material from THE BEDFORD READER will complement the various types of essays listed below.  Style will be an important element in our evaluation and analysis of essays and other written works.

1)  Narrative 
2)  Descriptive 
3) Comparison and Contrast 

4)  Process Analysis

5)  Division and Classification

6)  Cause and Effect

7)  Definition

8)  Argument and Persuasion 

9)  Formal research essay
NOTE:  We will focus most of our attention on writing formal, academic expository essays for a variety of audiences.  Audience, purpose, and tone will always be the primary focus when writing expository essays.  This is also an important consideration for the AP Exam. Some of the modes may be combined and will be explained in class.
SPECIFIC TO THE AP EXAM --

NOTE:  We will regularly address issues pertinent to the AP Exam by completing the following:  

1)  Sample AP multiple-choice questions

2)  Sample AP essay questions

3)  Identifying and explaining “prompts” on previous AP exams

4)  As a class, we will practice holistically scoring AP written exams (and I may often score your practice AP essays holistically).  More about this in class discussion!

OUTSIDE NOVELS --


From a selected list, you will read one (sometimes two) novel(s) outside of class per quarter.  I will set aside a small amount of class time in which to conference with students about their selected novels.  More on this in class!  Most often, you will write an in-class, timed essay on a specific prompt that will change during the course of the year.  This is to determine whether you have critically understood the main theme(s), positions, or tenets of the novel. Other times, you will respond orally to either a pre-determined question that I have prepared or an oral exercise.  Remember, I have read all of these books and know what they are about. 
Suggestion:  Look at your schedule and determine how much time you will need to complete the    outside reading and writing.  For example, take the total number of pages from your selected book, and divide the total number of pages from the actual number of days you have available to read it.  This will help you to decide how many pages you will have to read minimum per day, in order to finish this outside reading on time.   Please see me as early as possibly if you are confused about this!  Thanks!

Assumptions and Premises about Composition:

1.  Writing is learned primarily by means of writing.  Talking about writing is useful, and reading about writing can be helpful..  However, the real work of writing is accomplished only actually by doing writing itself. 

2.  Writing is essentially revising.  Revision is not a punishment for doing something wrong.  
It is a way to do something right.  It is a necessary part of writing.  Revision is inevitable and inescapable.  This is true for all writers - Tolstoy and T.S. Elliot:  Virgil and Virginia Woolf:  Dickens, Dickinson, and Didion: you, me, our friends and foes.

3.  Revising is NOT editing, nor a mere correcting of spelling, mechanics, or punctuation.  Revising, instead, is rethinking, re-envisioning, reimagining, reorganizing, reshaping -- that is, truly renovating the original writing, bringing it to a renewed life in a reformed and reformulated saying.

4.  Writing grows out of reading and is intimately, inextricably entwined with it.  Reading and writing are allies, helpmates, synergistic energizers of one another.  They belong together, married not divorced.

5.  Writing cannot exist without thinking.  Writing, in fact, is thinking -- with pen or pencil or keyboard.  Further, writing produces thinking:  prompts, encourages, stimulates, and supports it.  If you want to think -- write!

6.  Reading, writing, and thinking are habits of mind, not mere mechanical skills.

7.  Writing (and reading and thinking) involves more than the logical, the rational, the intellectual.  Writing (and reading and thinking) also involves feeling and emotion   In fact, some would argue (Wordsworth among them) that all out important thinking originates in feeling.  Others, Donne among them, would suggest that, like body and soul, mind and heart, thought and feeling are completing aspects of one another.  

8.  Good writing depends on the reciprocity between image and idea, abstract and 
concrete, general and specific, point and support, idea and evidence.  Good writing is informed by experience and authority as well as by reading and thinking.  It also requires disciplined work and imaginative play, and results sometimes in agony, sometimes in ecstasy.


(from The College Board)

COURSE INFORMATION:

1.  Testing - The teacher will administer tests and quizzes throughout the course of study to determine the individual student’s development and comprehension.  This will include, but is not limited to, an end-of-semester exam that is organized around an actual sample AP test (multiple choice questions and several essays):  additionally, students can regularly expect to write formal, academic essays throughout the school year.  

2.  Assignments -  The students can expect to begin many of their assignments/papers at home with a few special assignments to be worked on completely in class.  NOTE:  Vocabulary activities, learning strategies, test-taking skill development, writing paragraphs and essays are ongoing throughout the entire school year.  Expect plenty of homework for this particular course.  Outside reading is also required.  

3.  Homework -  The students are expected to arrive to class with homework completed and ready to turn in.  First, I will accept only loose-leaf paper for daily class and homework assignments.  Formal essays must be double-spaced and typed in the appropriate 12 point font using Times New Roman and Arial ONLY!  Work should be neat, legible, properly labeled, and written in either blue or black pen ONLY.  Work done in pencil  WILL ONLY be accepted if I ask you in advance to complete a rough draft, for example.  Any assignment that does not meet these qualifications is not acceptable.  Additionally, any assignments not properly stapled will NOT be accepted for a grade.  Please do not use gel pens or neon-colored ink.  You must use the appropriate type of pens in order for me to accept the work.


Labeled work - Properly label all work in the upper right hand corner of 
           the paper.  



First and Last Name



Period (include A/B Day)

4. Spelling and Grammar - Be informed of the fact that spelling and grammar 

 is an important consideration in all written work.  Yes, it’s important!

5.  Make-up work - To receive full credit, students have two days for each day missed because of an excused absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to check with me. Thus, it is your responsibility, as an organized student, to ask for make-up work on the first day of your return to class. Any make-up work turned in AFTER the two days set aside to complete the work will not be accepted.

 Make-up tests - Tests may be made up after school ONLY!  I will be available most days but Tuesdays and Thursdays are best. You are required to make an appointment with me.  If you do not show up for your appointment and do not let me know you are canceling, you will not receive credit for that assignment.

Late work - Unless you were absent, late assignments will not be accepted.  If you are in class, the work is due when assigned.  If you are absent when a major writing assignment is due, please give it to someone (a friend or parent) to drop off either to me or my mailbox (in the office).  If you were here when it was assigned, then it is due on the assigned date.   NO EXCEPTIONS!!

ACROSS THE CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES

1. Organization/Study Skills (Supplies)-- The teacher will advise students of the importance of being prepared daily for class.  It will require that students have the following supplies:



a. Black/blue ink pens (no gel pens or neon brights)



b. #2 pencils 



c. Loose-leaf notebook paper ONLY



d. a notebook to be used for AP Language and Composition ONLY



e. Notebook dividers 



f. Post-it Notes (small ones)



g. Palo Verde High School Student Handbook



h. The Bedford Reader & The American Experience


i. A stapler  /  college-level dictionary  /  Roget’s Super Thesaurus


 2. Writing-- Students will practice writing techniques which they have developed in their English classes in all other classes.   Junior level AP Language and Composition classes and AP U.S. History classes may generally coordinate to enhance comprehension.

3. Technology-- The Internet, computer software, and video will be used throughout the school year to enhance learning.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:


a. All Palo Verde High School/CCSD policies will be followed.


b. Absences and tardies will be dealt with according to PVHS policies.


c. Instruction and class activities begin when the tardy bell rings and end 

           when the  dismissal bell rings.  Avoid “packing up” before class ends, as I  

           usually teach “bell-to- bell.”


d. Students are to actively participate in all class activities.

BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS:


a. Follow all PVHS/CCSD policies (read your student handbook).


b. Approach each day with enthusiasm and a positive attitude.


c. Class Rules:



-Be on time



-Bring all supplies to class. (I will not give you a pass to your locker 
                        to retrieve assignments, homework, late work, supplies, etc.)



-Respect the right of all students to learn.



-Respect the right of the teacher to teach.

d. Discipline Issues:



-Verbal warning / student conference with teacher.



-Parent contact (telephone-will be documented)



-Possible detention



-Parent-teacher conference



-Dean Referral

:

EVALUATION AND TESTING:


a. Criteria for Arriving at Student Grades



-Prepared Essays 30%


-Tests & Quizzes 30%



-AP Form & Sample In-class timed Essays 25%


-Classwork/Homework/Participation 15%


** Semester  Exams --15% of each semester average unless the student 

               received an A for both quarters, then it will be 10%**


b. Explanation of Student Grades:



A

90%-100%

Excellent



B

80%-89%

Above Average



C

70%-79%

Average



D

60%-69%

Below Average



F

Below 60

Failing



IN




Incomplete



NG




No Grade


c. Grade Reports:



1. A progress report will be sent mid-way through each quarter if 

                       the student is receiving a D or F.



2. The teacher will advise students on what they need to do to 
                       improve their grade.

d. Citizenship:



U
=
Unsatisfactory



S 
=
Satisfactory




E
=
Excellent

