Advanced Art Ceramics
Palo Verde High School
Las Vegas, Nevada

Mrs. Kathy I. Heintz, Instructor
799-1450 ex. 3308 
E-mail: Heintz@interact.ccsd.net

Students and Parent/Guardian,
Please read and sign the following syllabus indicating that you understand the rules, expectations, requirements, and grading system for this class.

Course Expectations

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION: Advanced Placement Art - 3D Design is a full year designed for students who are interested in a concentrated exposure to 3D-Design or in developing a personal portfolio.  This course is a part of the nationwide Advanced Placement program. Advanced Placement Art - 3D Design Portfolio is a carefully planned developmental program, which adheres to the guidelines published in the latest College Entrance Examination Board booklet.  AP Studio Art is not based on a written examination; instead students submit portfolios to the College Board for evaluation in May for judging, by a committee of high school teachers and university educators. The workload in AP Art resembles the intellectual demands one would expect in a college course. AP requires excellent attendance and participation. Passing portfolios are eligible for college credits at most colleges and universities.

This class consists of preparing an art portfolio at a college level decided through goal setting by the student. Once project proposals are approved, students work independently with teacher guidance. Emphasis is placed on ceramics and sculpture.

     The Ceramics classroom is a full functioning studio equipped with 9 electric potters’ wheels, two kilns, a slab roller, extruder, pug mill, and a large variety of other equipment and supplies. To ensure the safety of all students along with the need for a smoothly run ceramic studio, it is necessary to be very specific on rules and expectations. I am asking both students and parents to read and become familiar with the classroom rules and discipline policy, expectations, grading criteria and requirements.

II. PREREQUISITES:  Ceramics I, II, III.

III. PRE-ASSESSMENTS:  Prior knowledge survey.
IV. POST-ASSESSMENTS: Assessment and grading will be based on the individual students’ growth and self-realization in ceramic foundations and fine motor ability: 

A. Following requirements
B. Time spent on project
C. Craftsmanship 

D. Creativeness
V. POSSIBLE CAREERS:
Antique Specialist 
Appraiser
Archaeologist
Archivist
Art Appraiser
Art Therapist
Art Specialist
Art Magazine Editor
Art Book Editor
Art Consultant
Art Critic
Art Historian
Art Insurance Agent
Art Distributor
Art Dealer
Art Researcher
Art Restorer
Art Coordinator
Art Director
Art School Design Teacher
Art Transporter or Handler
Art Rep. for Book Manufacturers
Art Book Writer
Art Supply Salesperson 
Artist
Artist in Residence

Ceramicist 

Conservator
Craftsperson 

Ed. Rep. for Art Supply Co.
Entrepreneur
Lawyer with Art Specialty 

Manufacturer of Art Materials
Master Craftsman
Model Builder
Mold Maker
Mural Artist
Museum Curatorial Assistant
Museum Curator
Museum Director 

Photo Researcher 
Private Art Instructor 

Retail Art Sales
Retail Store Art Director 
Sculptor
Teacher
Teacher of Visual Arts
Teachers’ Aide
Writer/Critic

VI. COURSE OUTCOMES:  Objectives and Course Outcomes - CCDS Syllabus 
The student will be able to:
· Engage in advanced study of three-dimensional studio art processes, aesthetics, and criticism while maintaining the attitude and self-discipline of a working artist. 
· Use 3D materials and equipment to create a culminating portfolio evidencing quality, concentration, and breadth of work produced throughout their high school program.

· Explore a variety of pottery techniques, lids, spouts, handles and more varied applications and types of glazes. 
·Throw a set of matching pottery products such as mugs, bowls, and plates. 

·Continue in their progress with creating unique sculpture, one of a kind pots, and combining techniques such as hand-built and wheel-thrown pottery. 

VII. STUDIO FEE:  A $40.00 ($20.00 per semester) mandatory studio fee is due from each student within fifteen days of enrollment. The purpose of this fee is to replenish ceramic supplies (clays, glazes, special tools, firing cones, etc.). Failure to pay the studio fee will result in: (1) not being permitted to use the materials (2) a parent/student conference (3) a counselor referral (4) and finally lost of academic credit for this course. A counselor must verify exemption due to unusual hardship cases.
VIII. RESOURCES 

A.  All materials and equipment of the art department shall be available and applied as needed. 

B.  All magazines, books, periodicals within the Art Department pertinent to individual AP student needs will be available and utilized. 

C.  All course descriptions, pamphlets, posters and written material available from the College Board shall be used to develop content, enlighten students and to provide experiential data.

IX. EVALUATION:

A. Portfolio. A culminating portfolio evidencing quality, concentration, and breadth of work produced throughout the year will be required. 
B. Sketchbook. A sketchbook is an ongoing requirement. Students will be expected to collect images that inform and inspire them, brainstorm ideas, and practice sketching. Students have periodic sketchbook checks, as well as other assignments such as museum visits, article readings, and artist research. Also, students may need to allow time to work on projects at home or after school in order to create an adequate amount and/or quality of artwork for the portfolio.
C.  Testing:  The teacher will administer tests and quizzes throughout the course. Tests or quizzes will be given at the end of each unit of study as well as the end of the semester and final exam. Tests will consist of a hands-on practical application examination, art concepts, and terminology. Quizzes will consist of identifying and defining ceramic vocabulary, and will be administered periodically during each quarter.
D.  Assignments:  The majority of the assignments will be done in class with a few special assignments to be worked on completely at home.  

E.  Homework Policy:  The teacher will assign short written or reading assignments as necessary.  The assignments will normally be due on the following class day unless assigned otherwise.  Students will be given the appropriate credit towards his/her grade. Studio art classes may have art projects assigned to work on at home or student maybe asked on an individual basis to work at home to finish a class project on time. 

F.  Makeup Procedures:  After any absence, the student will be required to initiate contact with                the teacher to obtain the appropriate make up work and present the assignment within three school days effective following the students return. It is the student’s responsibility to make up any missed assignments. The student will have three days to complete a home assignment after returning from an absence. If the work is not completed in three days, the student will receive a failing grade.

G.  Extra Credit -The teacher will provide opportunities for extra credit as opportunities may arise.

H. Enrichment - The teacher will provide materials and suggestions for further studies and learning opportunities for the exceptional student above and below the average grade level

I. Explanation of Student Grades:

A

90% - 100%                          F

Below 60%

B

80% - 89%                            IN

Incomplete

                        C                       70% - 79%                           NG
            No Grade

                        D
           60% - 69%

   J. Description of Grading Procedures:
     1. Approximate percentage values of total grade for a nine (9) week period:
          20% Homework (sketchbook and research articles)
          20% Tests and Quizzes
          10% Participation
          50% Class work/Projects (Production)
     2. Basis for Semester Grade Semester Grade will be composed of:
          45% quarter grade+ 45% quarter grade + 10% Semester Exam = Semester Grade
K. Grade Reports: On a weekly basis, the teacher will notify the students of their progress to date.          

  The teacher will also let the student know what he/she could do to improve.

      1.  A progress report will be received mid way through each quarter.

      2.  Final grades will be reported at the end of each semester.

L.  Citizenship

      U – Unsatisfactory      N – Needs Improvement         S – Satisfactory                 O-Outstanding
X.  ACROSS THE CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES:

A. Organization/Study Skills - The teacher will advise the students the first week of school regarding the importance of being prepared daily for class.  It will be required that the student will have their sketchbook, notebook, student handbook, vocabulary notes, and a pencil or pen each day when class begins.  

B. Writing - Students will put in to practice writing techniques that they have learned in English class.  The teacher will include some writing assignments and essay questions on the exams.  Students will be responsible for 1 major library report per semester.

C. Reading/Learning Strategies - Two column notes will be used where applicable.  Students will use multi-pass reading techniques during assigned readings.

D. Technology - Students will make use of the following: virtual CD-ROM Applications, Laser Disc Technology, and the Internet as it is available in subject area. (Please note:  School Internet access has been extremely limited and students may find difficulty in securing information related to the humanities in the school environment. 

XI. LIABILITY:


A.  Art Supplies:  If a student loses or uses required supplies, he/she will need to make arrangements to replenish necessary art materials.


B.  Assignments:  All art projects are to be neat and completed on time, as assigned. If not complete they will not be assessed a grade, and the student will receive a 0 for a  grade.

C.  Clothing:  PALO VERDE HIGH SCHOOL is not responsible for stains, or any and all other types of damage incurred while on this campus.

D. Student Art Work and Personal Items: Palo Verde and its faculty and administration are not responsible for student art work or personal items. Art work or personal items left over 14 days of withdrawal of class will become the property of the Palo Verde High School Art Department for their disposal.

XII. CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS AND CLASSROOM PROCEDURES :

A.  Students will arrive to class on time, prepared with the required tools and materials, and report 

      to their assigned work area until attendance is taken.
     1. Tardiness:  Tardy students must sign in, date, and indicate the time of arrival in the tardy      

      book. It is the students’ responsibility to sign the tardy book. Failure to sign will result in the  

      student being marked absent. Recurring lateness may impact student’s grade. 
     2. Corridor Passes: Passes are required from the teacher for leaving this class.
     3. Talking:  Discussion of class related questions or problems among students might take   

     place during class work time as long as level of discussion does not interfere with another 

     student’s work or concentration. All students must remain in their assigned seats during class. 
B. Inappropriate behavior*:  A disturbance is anything that interferes with others and/or the  

     learning environment. The following procedures will be followed for discipline problems:
    1. First disturbance will be translated to the student verbally.
    2. Second disturbance will result in a phone call home to parent or guardian and or detention.
    3. Third disturbance will result in a referral to the Dean of Students. 
    4. Behavior that is severe will result in immediate removal and referral to the Dean.
*Note: Inappropriate classroom behavior includes, but is not limited to:
· Throwing clay and or other materials.
· Squirting water bottles at each other. 
· Running or playing in the ceramic studio.
· Disrespecting each other and the work of others.
· Making objects that are not of an educational content, such as, dice, pipes/bongs, ashtrays etc.
· Use of cell phones, and beepers.
· Tampering or using studio equipment without the instructor’s supervision i.e., kilns, pug mill.
· Profanity and or the use of vulgar language (to include wearing obscene graphic clothing).
· Food/sodas/gum not permitted in the studio (exception: water in plastic bottle).
· Hair combing, hats, music CDs and headsets

· DO NOT HANDLE OTHER PEOPLE’S WORK! If you need something moved, please ask your  

  instructor for assistance. The instructor will supervise kiln loading and unloading ONLY. Ten 

  days before the last day of instruction, all clay forming will be terminated.

C. Care of School Property:  The Palo Verde Ceramic Department request that the following rules and procedures to be adhered to when working in the ceramic studio: 
   1. Over-glazed work and glaze or oxides on bottom of pieces WILL NOT BE FIRED!
   2. Student must clean up thoroughly when finished. All work ceases at ten minutes of the hour 

      for all ceramics classes.
 
XIII. Medical Alert
As a result of toxic raw materials that comprise of clay, and glazing chemicals being used in the studio, the following safety concerns must be in compliance:
Students with a medical waiver or any type or medical condition- (pregnant, respiratory illness, asthma, etc.) whose health may be in danger, as a result of, contact with clay, must notify the teacher immediately to approve continual enrollment. 

XIV. Academic Honesty Policy Statement:
Academic honesty is expected of every student. Failure to comply with this Honesty Policy will result in the student(s) failing this course. Any work submitted by students must be their own, and material taken from any other source must be clearly identified. Intentional misrepresentation of work is unacceptable and in violation of this Academic Honesty Policy. Work outside of the classroom is encouraged, provided the teacher is visually aware of the development and the Academic Honesty Policy is followed. 
PLEASE NOTE:  THAT COURSE CONTENT AND PROCEDURE ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE TEACHER DEEMS IT ESSENTIAL TO THE BETTERMENT OF THE STUDENTS AND THEIR EDUCATION
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please cut along this line and return to instructor signed by student and parent

We have read the course expectations and understand them.
Advanced Art CERAMICS
Student name_______________________ print _______________________signed

Parent signature_____________________________________

Parent phone number __________________ Parent e-mail address ______________________

