HSPE Mental Check List- Writing

1. TFAP your prompt/TOPIC A. 

2. Make PRE-WRITE Outline  (Think about the two points you will make about your TOPIC)

I. Introduction with thesis statement (A sentence that states the TOPIC with your briefly stated two points) Start with your thesis statement and then come back and write the rest of the introduction AFTER you’ve written your TWO BODY PARAGRAPHS—you will likely find your catchy beginning as you write the body of the essay.

II. 1st point developed in this paragraph (6-7 sentences)

A. Make a statement (Topic Sentence)
B. Explain your statement

C. Give an example of point

D. Give an If…then statement related to your point

III. 2nd point developed in this paragraph (6-7 sentences)

A. Make a statement (Topic Sentence)
B. Explain your statement

C. Give an example of point

D. Give an If…then statement related to your point

IV. Conclusion that sums up the two points you made and gives a “call to action” if purpose is to persuade.

3. Write your rough draft and edit as you go.  Keep referring back to the TFAP as you write and make sure you STAY ON TOPIC.
4. Revise by doing the following:

1. STRANGER TEST- Read your essay sentence by sentence from the bottom of your essay to the top giving each sentence the “stranger” test…if I walked up to a complete stranger and said this sentence all by itself, would it make sense?

2. FLOCABULARY- Add in or be sure to have used at least five of your SAT level words.

3. SENTENCE VARIETY- Be sure you combine sentences so you have a variety of simple, complex, compound, and compound/complex sentences.  Show you know how to use a semicolon (;). 

4. TRANSITIONAL WORDS AND PHRASES- Add in or be sure to use TRANSITIONAL words or phrases that move your essay from one idea to another like:  Furthermore, children will only value what they are taught to value.

5. USAGE- Look for COMMONLY MISUSED WORDS like “there” and “their” or “through” and “threw.”  Also, NO CONTRACTIONS (“you’re” should be “you are” and “don’t” should be “do not.”)

5.  CAREFULLY COPY YOUR ROUGH DRAFT onto the proper PROMPT SIDE OF ANSWER DOCUMENT.

REPEAT STEPS 1-5 FOR PROMPT/TOPIC B.

Remember…The only real difference between an EXPOSITORY (Explaining) ESSAY and a PERSUASIVE (Persuading) ESSAY is that the PERSUASIVE ESSAY ENDS WITH A “CALL TO ACTION”.  After you’ve explained your two points about your topic, in your conclusion you will call the audience to take action against or for the TOPIC like, “Do not let our school fall prey to this myopic way of thinking.” Or, “Vote no on the newly posed law.”

HSPE Mental Checklist- Reading

1. READ and MARK THE QUESTIONS before you read the passage. CIRCLE indicators in the question (an indicator is a word or phrase that TELLS you SPECIFIC information about the question like “BEST” or “LEAST” or “Implies” or “Author’s Purpose”, etc)

2. CHUNK and SUMMARIZE the passage by using any titles, headings, or subheadings.  Also, check out any information given in italics or BOLD, under a picture, within a picture, or in charts.

3. SELF-DIALOGUE or talk to yourself about the question and about the reading.  The more engaged you are when you read the passage, the better your understanding will be and the better you will perform on the test.

