Vital Information and Course Expectations for

English III 2011-12

Ms. R. Hunt

English III:

This is a WRITING and READING INTENSIVE course.  We write weekly (almost daily) and we read a variety of texts including American Literature pieces, Shakespeare, informational texts, expository texts, and speeches.  To help you with your reading, I do my best to make the reading materials available on my class website and provide you with quiet time to do reading in class.  I also use audio texts to accompany the reading whenever possible.  If you refuse to read the assigned literature or write the required essays, you will NOT PASS THIS COURSE.

Teacher:  Ms. Rebeccca Hunt

I’ve been an educator for 27 years in Nevada, Texas, and California (also one year in the Philippines).  I have a passion for teaching…especially for students who may struggle with reading and writing.  I struggled in school for a long time before they discovered that I had a reading disorder related to my vision. Through this experience, I learned that I was actually bright and capable of being highly successful.  Once my teachers began meeting my academic needs and learning style, I excelled in school.  If you have any need that will help you to be more successful, please let me know.  If I can’t help you, I will find someone who can.  For the most part, I have an easy-going personality, but do NOT mistake my friendly disposition for an EASY teacher.  Academically, I will push you, but I also am here to help and support you.  Get help as soon as you have a question or foresee a problem.  The grade you earn is the grade you will receive.  Additionally, I am one teacher to many students per class, so please read the DLQs and ask your classmates before going to me immediately.  

Email:  Rahunt@interact.ccsd.net
This is the best way to contact me for the quickest response.  I do not have a planning period, so I check emails before and after school each day.  I do my best to answer you back within the day.

Classroom: PVHS #226

Class website:  paloverde.org/hunt

This is where all of your DLQs and assignments are posted.  As often as I can, I will also post reading material, notes and audio texts.  You should visit the class website weekly if not more often.

Turnitin.com:

This is a website we use to submit ALL MAJOR WRITING ASSIGNMENTS to check for plagiarism (using other’s people’s ideas and work without citing the source of the information) and we hold class discussions.  Make a turnitin.com account or add my course to your existing account within a week of entering this course.  A lot of your grades come from participating in the online activities.  Be sure the email you use is active and that you check it regularly.  I will send you extra credit opportunities, helpful information, and feedback via turnitin.com mass email.

Steps:  Go to Turnitin.com

Class ID: 2821691

Password to Set-up Your initial account:  enrollme

Parent Link:

Be sure you check your account often so you can avoid disaster.   You can get your parentlink account information from the PVHS registrar.  There are new features this year (or so I’ve heard), so check it out.

DLQs:  

A DLQ is a document that I will give to you every two weeks or so (It is also posted on our class website).  The “D” stands for “Do” so this is a list of the activities you need to do/complete that day.  “L” stands for “Learn” so this is a list of the core standards that are being covered by completing the activities.  Finally, “Q” stands for “Question” so this section contains all of the key questions you should be able to answer if you truly understood the lesson.  Responses on the DLQ need to be in COMPLETE SENTENCES in order to count.  DLQs make up 50 % of your overall grade.  On the DLQ you will find all sorts of help, notes, homework, links to online sites, models of good work, and etc.  The DLQ will also serve as a study guide for exams and outline for writing assignments.  Anything that has been assigned on the DLQ and is not finished in class on time becomes homework.  Do not neglect the DLQ.  

Class Grading Policy:

Tests, Essays and Speeches:
40%

DLQs and Classwork:
50%

Participation:

10%

Semester Grading Policy:



1st quarter grade

45%

2nd quarter grade

45%

Semester Final Exam

10%

Late Work Policy:

Turn in assignments ON TIME because late work seriously jeopardizes your grade in this class.  You may turn in MOST (unless otherwise stated) late assignments up to three days after the DUE DATE for UP TO ½ of the original point value.  After three days, a “0” value will be entered in the grade book. If you miss class, go online or check your DLQ for the work you missed.  BEING ABSENT IS NOT AN EXCUSE FOR NOT COMPLETING YOUR WORK TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY.

Social Contract:

Upon entering this classroom, you will be asked to sign our classroom social contract.  No one can learn in an environment where he/she doesn’t feel safe and valued.  We may take on different roles in life, but we need to agree on how we are going to treat each other as human beings.  Although I am your teacher and my job is to teach you all the English and Communication skills you will need to be prepared for your future, I am a human being first and foremost and of no more or less value than you.  Therefore, we need agree that we will treat each other with respect and equal value.  For example, I don’t like to be screamed at.  When I am screamed at, my defenses go up and I often don’t make the best decisions.  So, we might agree that there will be no yelling in the class.  One mandatory aspect of the social contract is that we agree NOT TO USE NEGATIVE or DERROGATORY language or use put-downs.  Putting others down is indicator that the offender doesn’t feel confident in his/her own abilities or self-worth.  Bullying or harassment on any level will be dealt with immediately and to the fullest extent of our school/district guidelines.  Our social contract applies to all class activities including our online discussion boards.  We need to learn and no one can learn in an oppressive environment.

Supplies:

· 2G or larger USB/Flashdrive (DAILY BASIS)

· Blue or Black Ink Pens (DAILY BASIS)

· #2 Pencils for exams

· Two spiral notebooks  (one for each semester-DAILY BASIS)

· 1 ream (package of 500 sheets) of printer paper for shared classroom use

· Variety of highlighters

· A dedicated section of your binder or a separate binder to hold DLQs, spiral notebook and Notes (DAILY BASIS)

· 1 package of lined paper 

· Print this out and place it in the first page of your notebook.

