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Scope: 
This one-year course emphasizes the rigorous development of critical reading and writing skills. A complex variety of literature and informational text will be used throughout the course. Through close reading, careful writing, class discussions, and presentations, students will improve their ability to independently write, analyze, evaluate, and critique text using sophisticated language and structure. Students will actively seek to understand other perspectives and cultures through reading and listening. Technology is used thoughtfully to enhance reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use. This course fulfills the one of the honors credits required for graduation with an honor’s diploma.  All standards in this course are aligned to CCSD benchmarks and CCSS (Common Core State Standards).  
Goals: 

Reading:
· Determine what the text says explicitly and make inferences
· Cite specific textual evidence to support conclusions
· Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text
· Interpret words and phrases based on connotative and figurative meanings
· Examine how specific word choices affect meaning and tone
· Analyze the structure of texts
· Analyze how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of the text
· Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse formats
· Evaluate the arguments and claims in a texts
· Analyze how two or more texts address a similar theme, and compare and contrast these texts
Writing:

· Write arguments to support claims using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine the complex ideas and information clearly and accurately
· Write narratives using effective techniques, which include well-chosen details and well-structured organization
· Use organization, development, and style appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
· Plan, revise, edit, and rewrite to strengthen writing
· Use technology to produce, publish, and collaborate with peers to develop writing
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess credibility, and integrate the information to produce short and more substantial research projects
· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research

Speaking and Listening

· Participate effectively in a range of conversations, and collaborate with diverse partners
· Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats
· Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric
· Present information with supporting evidence, appropriate organization, development, and style for specific audiences and tasks
· Use digital media and visual displays to express information and enhance understanding
· Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks

Language

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, mechanics when writing/speaking
· Make effective word choices for meaning or style
· Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts
· Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, word parts, and special reference materials
· Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
· Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking and listening.
Grading Policy

Grading Scale


90-100 = A


80-89   = B


70-79   = C


60-69   = D


59 & below = F

Description of Grading Procedures:


Grades are determined quarterly by a percentage system based on points earned:

· Homework & Participation(20%) - It is extremely important that you are present in order to earn a high participation grade.  This grade is determined by your daily attendance, preparation for class, contributions to class, discussion boards, cooperation in small groups, and thoughtfulness in answering daily journal questions and notes in your class spiral notebook.  Cell phones, Ipods, sleeping, or disturbing class do not contribute to a conducive learning environment. Any infraction or lack of the above criteria will result in the loss of your daily participation points (5 points per day) and the loss of the disruptive item.   You will have homework some nights.  Homework is due at the beginning of class the day after it is assigned.  No exceptions.

· Projects (30%)- You will be required to complete larger projects throughout the year.  These projects are a reflection of what you have learned during the course of a unit study.  Many of the projects will require work outside of class time.  You must plan accordingly to complete these projects on time.  This category includes your outside reading assignments.  Projects are due the date listed on the assignment.  For every day the project is late, a whole letter grade is deducted from your score.  For example, if the project is one day late, the highest score it can earn would be a “B.”  Many projects require presentations, often group presentations.  If you miss a presentation, you must schedule a date and time to present to the class.  
· Writing Assignments (30%) This category also includes formal and informal writing assignments which you will have at least twice per quarter.  Some of these assignments will be typed and turned in to turnitin.com in order to receive credit.  The same rule applies as projects for the grading of your formal essays. 

· Tests/Quizzes (20%) - You will have periodic tests and quizzes.  You must study for these tests.  I will always inform you of upcoming tests.  However, quizzes are determined on a needs basis.  You may not be informed of all the quizzes.
Semester and Final Exam - You will have a semester and final exam in this class.  You will be asked to recall information we have studied over the whole semester during this exam.  Your final exam will count for up to 20% of your grade. Semester grade is determined by adding the two quarter grades with the semester exam.
Behavioral Expectations & Citizenship Grading Procedures
Classroom Behavior Guidelines.
Be Respectful to yourself, your peers, your teacher, and classroom materials.

Be On Time – no tardies!

Be Prepared; bring all required materials to class.

Be On Task!

Be Free of Food, Drinks, and Gum/Candy.

Be Cooperative

Be Involved

Be the Best
Citizenship Grading Policy.

Student citizenship grades are reported as follows:

O = outstanding citizenship – exemplary behavior and no more than 2 infractions against the Classroom Behavior Guidelines per a quarter.

S = satisfactory citizenship – appropriate behavior and no more than 4 infractions against the Classroom Behavior Guidelines per a quarter.

N  = Needs improvement – displays inappropriate behavior on occasion and  no more than 6 infractions against the Classroom Behavior Guidelines per a quarter. 

U = unsatisfactory citizenship – continual in appropriate behavior and 5 or more infractions against the Classroom Behavior Guidelines per a quarter.  Being involved in a physical fight in the classroom, cheating on a test, quiz, or exam, or plagiarism is an automatic U.

Attendance:

Be here!  You must be present to learn. I will follow the school policy regarding attendance.  If you are absent more than seven times, you may fail the class. Your attendance will also be reflected in your participation grade.  Points earned from daily participation are not given unless you are present.  This includes class activities which can earn you up to five points a day.  If you miss a day, you may make up the points through discussion boards or extra reading in class. 

Tardy:

Class starts when the bell rings!  You must be seated to be counted present. You will not be able to make up any points which are earned during the beginning of class if you are tardy.  Be careful!  You don’t want to miss a quiz and not be able to make up the points.  Also, I will follow the Palo Verde tardy policy (see your planner).  You must sign into class if you are tardy; otherwise you will be counted absent.
Make-up Work:

After any absence, you have three days to contact me about make-up work.  This is your responsibility, not mine.  Once you have received your make-up work, you have the same number of days you were absent to turn in your work.  If you have an extended absence, please contact me in order for us to set up a schedule for your make-up work due dates.  If you know of an assignment before your absence, that assignment is still due on the scheduled date.  In other words, if you are absent for a test which you knew would be on that day, you will have to take the test the day you return.  If you know you are going to be absent, it behooves you to get your assignments before you are gone.  Planning ahead will also ensure a stable participation grade.  


You may look in the “Make-up Work” binder  or on my website www.paloverde.org/reed to see what you have missed.  Ask me if you have any questions.  Also, you must schedule a time after school to make up a test or quiz.  This must be done in a prompt manner upon your return from the absence.
Parent Involvement

As seniors, your parents are still encouraged to monitor your progress.  This means that checking Parentlink regularly is part of their rights to assist in your education.   (Of course, you should be checking Parentlink at least once a week as well).  If the need should arise for you or your parent to contact me, my email address is asreed@interact.ccsd.net.  They may also call the school and leave a voicemail for me, but email is a better way to contact me if you or they should need a prompt reply.  Also, you may find notes and agendas on my website at www.paloverde.org/reed.  

Academic Integrity: 
Preparing students requires more than understanding course content and process. It includes a fundamental respect for personal achievement and accomplishment. Academic honesty demands that each student is responsible for his or her own work and that no student will engage in any form of academic dishonesty or encourage, support, or tolerate any other student’s attempt to engage in such activity.

Student will receive no score for the assignment, project, or test and no make-up work will be given.

The student’s citizenship grade for that quarter and the semester will be reduced to U.

Extra Credit:  

Extra credit may be given towards the end of the quarter, at the discretion of the instructor.  Extra credit is only available for students with zero missing assignments.
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