Vacante
                             World Literature     
                   Grade 10

   

Course Expectations

A. Course Description
This one-year course emphasizes the development of critical reading and writing skills.  The literary and expository selections encompass a comparative study of significant historical, philosophical, cultural, psychological, ethical, and literary perspectives.  Instructional practices will incorporate integration of diversity awareness including appreciation of all cultures and their important contributions to society.  The appropriate use of technology is an integral part of this course.  This course fulfills one of the English credits or one arts/humanities credit required for high school graduation.

B. Assessment

Pre-Assessment

Each student will take a pretest of a diagnostic nature to determine the following:

1. Skill deficiencies

2. Skill strengths

3. Reading level

4. Writing proficiency
Post-Assessment

Each student will take a post-test of a diagnostic nature to determine the following:

5. Individual growth in course content

6. Accomplishment of individual growth relating to writing clarity and organization
7. Strengths and weaknesses of the teaching/learning system.

8. Teachers may use the semester and final exams as post-assessment.

C. Course Goals
1. To use word analysis skills and strategies to comprehend new words encountered in text.  [NS:  1.0]
2. To use and apply appropriate before, during, and after reading strategies to build comprehension.  [NS:  2.0]
3. To gain an insight into the universality of ideas contained in major world classics.  [NS:  3.0] 
4. To examine literary style as it is reflected in an author's time and culture.  [NS : 3.0, 3.12.7]
5. To evaluate author’s cultural identity and how it applies to literature.  [NS:  3.0, 3.12.7]
6. To analyze the factors which motivate the protagonists and antagonists in major literature of the world.  [NS:  3.0, 4.0]
7. To explore the socioeconomic, political, religious, and philosophical aspects of major literary and expository texts.  [NS:  3.0, 4.0]
8. To evaluate the significance of the past as it applies to the present.  [NS:  3.0, 3.12.9]
9. To apply the five stages of the writing process:  prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.  [NS:  5.0]
10. To analyze literary and expository text.  [NS:  3.0, 4.0, 5.0, 6.0]  
11. To develop research skills.  [NS:  6.12.9]
12. To develop an understanding of good character and ethics by responding to a wide variety of written and oral communication.  [NS:  7.12.2, 8.12.2, 8.12.3]  

D. Major Texts and Materials

1. Students will use McDougal Littell’s The Language of Literature: World Literature & Usage and Mechanics Book, and supplemental books and materials.
2. This year we will be using a class set, so students will need to make sure they return their books to the appropriate bookcase PRIOR to leaving for the day. If student’s classroom book is not returned, they will be fined the cost of the book - $60.00. It is the student’s responsibility to notify me if their textbook is missing. 
3. If a student needs a book to take home because he/she was absent, need to makeup work, etc, he or she will be able to go to the library and check a textbook out.
4. Each student is responsible to keep a separate binder for English.  Individual teachers will determine how the binder should be organized.  Students may be subject to binder checks.
5. Each student is expected to bring materials to class daily: English binder (or a section for English in a larger binder), loose leaf paper, pens and pencils.  Some teachers may choose to not accept work done in pencil.  Individual teachers may require students be responsible for additional materials.
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E. Across the Curriculum Activities
1. Writing — Across the students’ classes, they will put into practice writing techniques which have been developed in English classes.  All classes will include writing assignments and essay questions on exams. 

2. Reading/Learning Strategies — As in all courses, a variety of reading and learning strategies will be used in the English classroom, including two-column, three-column, and Cornell notes, multiple vocabulary learning strategies, cooperative learning, SSR, and reading with sticky notes.

3. Technology — All courses will utilize the Internet, computer software, and video throughout the school year.
4. Handbook — All students receive a handbook/calendar for the year.  Students are expected to use this organizer to keep track of their assignments in all of their classes.

F. Course Outline
	Quarter 1

           Punctuation Review

           Parts of Speech Review

           Narrative and Descriptive Writing

           Short Stories 

           Greek/Latin Roots
           Begin Independent Novel     

           Assignment (INA)                     

           
	Quarter 2

            Short Stories

            Subject/Verb Agreement

            Pronoun/Antecedent Agreement

            Sentence Structure

            Literary Terms

            Expository Writing and the Essay

            INA Due

	Quarter 3
            Necessary Grammar Reviews

            SAT Vocabulary
            The Tragedy of Julius Caesar

            Persuasive Writing and the Essay

            Begin Research Project—                   

            (Cultural Research Project)

            Begin INA
	Quarter 4
             Necessary Grammar Reviews

             Research Project due

             Novel

             the Essay

             Poetry

             INA Due




This is an approximate schedule and may be altered throughout the year.
1. Testing — Teachers will administer tests and quizzes throughout the course of study to determine the individual student’s development and comprehension.  This includes semester and final exams.

2. Assignments — Students will begin the majority of their assignments in class with several assignments to be worked on and completed at home.

3. Homework — Students are expected to arrive to class with homework completed and ready to turn in at the beginning of the class. If the homework assignment is not turned in promptly when it is due, then it is late (see late homework policy on the next page).  Homework assignments will only be accepted if complete, neat, legible, and properly labeled.

4. Make-Up — To receive full credit, students have two days for each day missed.  Teachers may give alternate assignments to prevent cheating.  Absent students are responsible for gathering information and materials needed for make-up work either before or after school or through the class website.
Evaluation and Grades

a. Quarter Grades
i.  Students earn points through homework, tests, quizzes, projects, participation, and a variety of other devices graded objectively by the teacher. 

ii.  Grades are determined using the following distribution of percentages per assignment type: Assignments (homework and in-class assignments) = 40%

Assessments 50%
Participation = 10%

b. Semester Grades
i.  Each quarter grade will count for 45% of the semester grade.

ii.  The semester/final exam will count for up to 20% of the semester grade. The teacher may decide to only be count the final exam as 10% if the student has three absences or less and has earned an A each quarter.
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3. Grade Reports 
a.  A progress report will be sent home via the student mid-way through each quarter.

b.  When requested, the teacher will advise students as to what they should to do to improve a grade.

c.  Students receive report cards two to three weeks after the end of each quarter.

4. Late and Missing Assignments Policy
a. Any assignment that a student fails to submit to the teacher will be marked as “missing” and     receive a grade of 0% (F).
b.  If an assignment is not turned in by the due date, students must turn in that assignment within one week to earn a grade of 50% or lower for that assignment.
c.  Absent students have three days after returning to class to turn in assignments that they missed during the absence.  

5. Citizenship
U — unsatisfactory
N — needs improvement

S — satisfactory

O — outstanding
6. Grade Scale

A = 90% - 100%
Excellent


B = 80% - 89%
Above Average


C = 70% - 79%
Average


D = 60% - 69%
Below Average


F = Below 60%
Failing


INC


Incomplete

NG
            

No grade assigned
7. Participation Grade (10% of each quarter grade)
a. Students earn 5 points per day for participation.

b. This grade will be entered into the grade book at the end of each quarter by the teacher.

c. Students will lose their daily participation points for the following infractions:

i. Absence (for any reason)

ii. Tardy

iii. Lack of preparation (no book, no supplies, etc.)

iv. Inappropriate behavior (Nuisance item usage, sleeping, class disruptions, eating/drinking in class, cheating/plagiarism, insubordination, etc.)

d. Students will not be able to make up participation points unless the absence is excused (which includes school activities); those students may complete an alternative assignment, though it is the student’s responsibility to request, complete, and turn in that assignment within three school days of that absence. 

e. This participation grade will directly affect the citizenship grade earned each quarter.

H. Plagiarism
In short, plagiarism is taking credit for any ideas produced by another person.  It includes, but is not limited to, directly copying someone’s work or simply rewording someone’s sentences without giving them credit. Teachers will explain the concept of plagiarism to students.  As it is a type of cheating, plagiarism is unethical and does not provide students opportunity to learn.  Any student caught plagiarizing will fail the assignment involving plagiarism, may receive a U in citizenship, and is subject to disciplinary action.
I. Independent Novel Studies:
1. Students are required to read a novel independently each semester. Students need to buy these books, check them out from a library, or the teacher may have some copies to check out depending on the book. Choose one novel from each section (see options listed on the website) during the appropriate semester. 
2. Students are required to complete an independent novel each semester. As the options for titles and assignments to choose change each semester, directions will be given to the student at the beginning of each quarter in the form of a handout in addition to being posted on the class website. All independent novel assignments are due on or before their assigned due date, regardless of student attendance. In addition, students may be required to take an objective test on their novel, but may do so only if all parts of the project have been completed. 
3. Teachers will provide a list of novels from which students can choose for independent study each semester.
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J. Movies: Some movie clips we will be viewing in conjunction with the literature studied may be rated PG or not rated (NR). In order for your child to view these movies, the school district requires parental permission. If you wish for your child to have an alternate assignment instead of viewing the movie, please leave the space below blank. This list does not guarantee any or all movies will be shown.
	Yes, my child may view the movie, Evan Almighty, in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date

	
	

	Yes, my child may view the movie, Julius Caesar, in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date


	Yes, my child may view the movie, A Doll’s House, in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date

	Yes, my child may view the movie, Akeela and the Bee, in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date

	Yes, my child may view the movie, Grave of the Fireflies, in class
	

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date


K. Acknowledgement of Expectations: If you have read and fully understand the information in the Course Expectations, please sign below. If you have any questions at any time during the school year, please feel free to email me (cvacante@interact.ccsd.net), check out the class website (http://paloverde.org/vacante) or call the counselors’ office and arrange a parent conference.
	Student Name (print name legibly below):
	Student #

	
	

	Student Signature (sign below):
	Period

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature (sign below):
	Date

	
	

	PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL ADDRESS: 
	

	
	


Students are expected to review these and sign them, 

have a parent/guardian review them and sign them, 

and then return this page of the expectations to the instructor by the assigned due date.   

Due Date for Course Expectations with signatures: 9/2/11

