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World Literature Honors

Course Expectations

I. Course description: This one-year course has a three-fold purpose: to study major world classics, to develop a comprehensive writing style, and to view the world through literature. The literature encompasses a comparative study of significant historical, philosophical, cultural, psychological, ethical, and literary perspectives. This course will fulfill one of the English credits required for graduation.

II. Prerequisites: Successful completion of English I Honors or teacher recommendation. 

III. Pre-assessment: Each student will take a pretest of a diagnostic nature to determine the following: 

A. Reading levels

B. Writing aptitude 

IV. Post-assessment: Each student will take a post-test of a diagnostic nature to determine the following: 

A. Individual growth in the course 

B. Accomplishment of individual growth relating to writing clarity and organization 

V. Possible careers related to taking this course: Students who take this course can apply the information contained within it to join one of the following careers: teacher, journalist, editor, creative writer, poet, novelist, librarian, literary critic, public relations specialist, radio/television broadcaster, correspondent, etc. 

VI. Course goals: 

1. To gain an insight into the universality of ideas contained in major world classics. 

2. To evaluate the significance of the past as it applies to the present. 

3. To examine literary style as it is reflected in an author’s time and culture. 

4. To appraise various ethical standards as applied to diverse cultures. 

5. To analyze the factors which motivate the protagonists and antagonists in major literature of the world. 

6. To expand personal vocabulary. 

7. To develop critical essay writing techniques. 

8. To develop a comprehensive personal writing style. 

9. To acquire literary research skills. 

10. To write objectively and subjectively in response to selected literature. 

11. To promote respect for the ideas and values of peoples and cultures. 

12. To respond responsibly, sensitively, and with integrity to the writing and thoughts of others. 

13. To explore the socioeconomic, political, religious, and philosophical aspects of world literature. 

14. To develop an understanding of good character and ethics by responding to a wide variety of written and oral communication. 

VII. Activities across the curriculum: To emphasize a broad use of educational materials, the following across-the-curriculum activities will be used throughout the course of study.

A. Organization/study skills: It will be required that students have a textbook, notebook, Student Handbook, pencil and pen, and paper each day when class begins. 

B. Writing: Students will put into practice writing techniques that they have developed in their English classes. 

C. Reading/learning strategies: A variety of reading and learning strategies will be used in the English classroom, including two-column and Cornell notes, cooperative learning, graphic organizers, layered curriculum, etc.
D. Technology: Internet, computer software, and video will all be used throughout the school year. Students will use the school and local libraries as well as Internet access to complete reports. Students will type their research projects and essays using a word-processing program of their choice. All projects and essays will be typed and follow the MLA format. 

VIII. Scope and sequence: Course material will be covered according to the following, although variations may occur. 

	Semester 1
	Semester 2

	Greek and Latin roots
	SAT vocabulary

	Literary terms
	Julius Caesar - Shakespeare

	Two quarterly independent novel projects
	Two quarterly independent novel projects

	Prentice Hall Literature: World Masterpieces
	Prentice Hall Literature: World Masterpieces

	Things Fall Apart by Achebe
	AP practice tests

	Anthem by Rand 
	Research paper – historical, biographical, cultural 

	Essays
	Dystopian Literature - style analysis


IX. Required materials:

A. The following textbook will be checked out to students for the duration of study, during which time they will be held liable for damage, theft, or loss of the books: Prentice Hall World Masterpieces. In addition, students will be issued novels periodically for which they are responsible. 

B. The following supplies will be required: 

1. One 3-ring binder notebook with dividers. This is to be separate from binders for other classes. 

2. College-ruled paper  

3. 2 ink pens with blue or black ink only; pencils with good erasers for scantrons  

4. 4 highlighters (different colors)

X. Classroom requirements and policies: 

A. Testing: Tests and quizzes will be administered throughout the course of study to determine the individual student’s development and comprehension. This will include end-of-semester exams. 
B. In-class assignments: In-class assignments will include discussions, journals, hands-on/creative activities, and objective activities. 
C. Homework assignments will include reading, writing, creative or objective activities, and research. Students are expected to arrive to class with homework assignments completed and ready to hand in. 
D. Make-up work: Students with an excused absence must complete make-up work within two class days of the absence to earn credit. Students are responsible for obtaining all assignments, lecture material, notes, etc., either via the class website or by seeing the teacher before or after school. Students who miss class for a school activity are expected to obtain the work they will miss prior to their absence and have it completed upon their return. 
E. Long-range work (essays, independent novel projects, style analysis, research project): Long-range work is due on the date assigned. If a student is absent, he/she must find someone to bring in the assignment or email it to the instructor on or before the date it is due. 
F. Late work: Late work will NOT be accepted.

G. Extra credit: Assignments for additional credit will be available only to those students who maintain a grade of C or higher and will be above and beyond the standard requirements of the class. 

XI. Evaluation: 

A. The evaluation of a student’s performance will be based on many factors, including testing, homework, and classroom participation. 

B. While a total point system will be used, an approximate breakdown of the percentages follows.
1. Tests, projects, and essays: these items will constitute approximately 50% of the quarter grade. 
2. Quizzes and assignments: these items will constitute approximately 40% of the quarter grade. 
3. Participation:  constitutes approximately 10% of the quarter grade.

a. Students will earn five points per class period (not to exceed 10% of the quarter grade); however, students will lose their daily participation points for the following infractions:
1). Absence (for any reason)
2). Tardy
3). Lack of preparation (no book, no supplies, etc.)
4). Inappropriate behavior (Nuisance item usage, sleeping, class disruptions, eating/drinking in class, cheating/plagiarism, insubordination, etc.)
b. Students will not be able to make up participation points unless the absence is excused (which includes school activities); those students may complete an alternative assignment, though it is the student’s responsibility to request, complete, and turn in that assignment within three school days of that absence. 
c. This participation grade will directly affect the citizenship grade earned each quarter.
C. Semester exam: this will count for up to 20% of a student’s final semester grade per CCSD regulations, with each quarter counting for an equal percentage (40 or 45% each). 

XII. Grading:

A. Grades will be figured according to the following scale: 
	90 - 100% = A
	80 - 89% = B
	70 - 79% = C
	60 - 69 % = D
	0 - 59 % = F


B. Grade reports: grades will be posted on Parent Link on a weekly basis. If a student notes a discrepancy in his/her grade, it will be left to the student to report that discrepancy to the teacher and make sure that it is rectified before the following grading period. Printed grade reports for students to take home may be provided at teacher’s discretion. Progress reports are sent home midway through each quarter. Students earning less than a B at the time of the reports will receive an unsatisfactory report.

C. Citizenship: 
1. Students are expected to attend school on a regular basis and come to class promptly, be prepared for class with writing paper and a writing utensil, be prepared to participate in class discussions, and respect the learning environment that the teacher and other students have created by not causing distractions. 
2. This grade will be considerably affected by the participation grade.
XIII. Progressive discipline: Students who are routinely disruptive or unprepared will be subject to repercussions; the consequences are as follows: 

1. First offense: written warning 

2. Second offense: parent contact and the lowering of a citizenship grade to an 'S' 

3. Third offense: counselor referral and the lowering of a citizenship grade to an 'N' 

4. Fourth offense: dean referral and the lowering of a citizenship grade to a 'U' 

5. In certain situations, it may become necessary to skip one of the steps of the progressive discipline plan. 
XIV. Policy on academic dishonesty: 
A. Preparing students includes imparting a fundamental respect for personal achievement and accomplishment.  Academic honesty demands that each student is responsible for his or her own work and that no student will engage in any form of academic dishonesty or encourage, support, or tolerate any other student attempt to engage in such activity.
B. Criteria of academic dishonesty
1. Cheating: using any unauthorized notes, study aids, including electronic information exchanges, or other information on examinations or assignments; changing work after it has been returned or graded in class for credit; allowing others to do one’s work; submitting identical papers for credit in more than one class without receiving prior approval from each courses’ teacher; stealing examination materials; unauthorized reproduction and circulation of examination materials and assignments; unauthorized retention and redistribution of prior examination materials or assignments; taking unfair advantage of other student’s work; or such other similar or related acts which may reasonably be construed to be academic dishonesty.
2. Plagiarism: submitting material that is in part or in whole not one’s own work without proper attribution to, or documentation of, the correct source.
3. Fabrication: falsifying or inventing any information, data, or citation.
4. Aiding others academic dishonesty: providing material, information or other assistance to another student with the knowledge that such assistance could be used to violate any of the definitions previously enumerated.
C. Penalties and procedures for academic dishonesty:
1. Student will receive no score for the assignment, project, or test and no make-up work will be given
2. A Request for Parent Conference may be filed

3. The student’s citizenship grade for that quarter and the semester may be reduced to U

4. Students will NOT receive any recommendation, whether formal or informal for any scholarship, college application, employment application or similar matter
5. Such further action as may be warranted for future violations will be taken in accordance with Palo Verde’s progressive discipline policy and/or other applicable Clark County School District disciplinary procedures and regulations.
D. Turnitin.com: Students will be required to submit any/all of their written assignments to http://turnitin.com. Students who do not submit their work to turnitin.com when it is requested will receive a zero for that assignment. 
XV. Class expectations:

A. Each student is expected to bring to every class a blue or black pen, a #2 pencil for SCANTRON tests only, highlighters, Post-it notes, the textbook, any novel from which the class is reading, the Student Handbook, and his/her notebook.
B. Work written on spiral notebook paper or in pencil or ink other than blue or black will not be accepted.
C. Eating or drinking (other than water) is not allowed.
D. Students must be in their seats before the tardy bell rings and are dismissed by the instructor, not the bell.
E. Students may get additional help/make-up work before or after school by making an appointment.

XVI. Independent novel project information:

A. Students are required to read two independent novels per semester. Students need to buy these books or check them out from a library. Choose one novel from each section (see the table below) during the appropriate quarter. 
B. Students may be required to complete an independent novel project every quarter. As the project options change every quarter, directions will be given to the student at the beginning of each quarter in the form of a handout, in addition to being posted on the class website. All projects are due on or before their assigned due date, regardless of student attendance. In addition, students will also be required to take an objective test or complete an essay on their novels. 
	First Quarter
	Second Quarter
	Third Quarter
	Fourth Quarter

	Cry the Beloved Country 

Paton
	The Good Earth  

Buck
	Wuthering Heights 

Bronte
	Fahrenheit 451  
Bradbury

	
	
	
	A Clockwork Orange

Burgess

	Bel Canto 

Patchett
	Nectar in a Sieve 

Markandaya
	Angela’s Ashes 

McCourt
	Brave New World 

Huxley

	
	
	
	The Children of Men

James

	Little Bee

Cleef 
	Black Rain 

Ibuse
	Rebecca

du Maurier
	1984

Orwell

	
	
	
	Fatherland

Harris

	In the Country of Men

Matar
	A Yellow Raft in Blue Water,  Dorris
	All Quiet on the Western Front  Remarque
	Alas, Babylon 

Frank

	
	
	
	Lord of the Flies

William Golding

	A Long Way Gone

Beah
	Kiterunner 

Hosseini
	Maus I & Maus II

Spiegelman
	The Chrysalids

Wyndham

	
	
	
	The Road

McCarthy

	
	
	Sarah’s Key

De Rosnay
	Delirium

Oliver

	
	
	
	The Sleeper Awakes

Wells
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XVII. Movies: Some movie clips we will be viewing in conjunction with the literature studied may be rated PG or not rated (NR). In order for your child to view these movies, the school district requires parental permission. If you wish for your child to have an alternate assignment instead of viewing the movie, please leave the space below blank.
	Yes, my child may view the movie Arabian Nights in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date

	
	

	Yes, my child may view the movie Julius Caesar in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date


	Yes, my child may view the movie A Doll’s House in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date

	
	

	Yes, my child may view the movie Evan Almighty in class.

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature
	Date


XVIII. Acknowledgement of Expectations: If you have read and fully understand the information in the Course Expectations, please sign below. If you have any questions at any time during the school year, please feel free to email me (cvacante@interact.ccsd.net), check out the class website (http://paloverde.org/vacante), or call the counselors’ office and arrange a parent conference.
	Student Name (print name legibly below):
	Student #

	
	

	Student Signature (sign below):
	Period

	
	

	Parent/Guardian Signature (sign below):
	Date

	
	

	PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL ADDRESS (IMPORTANT!): 
	

	
	


             Students are expected to review these and sign them, have a parent/guardian review and sign, and then return page 5 (this page) of the expectations to the instructor by the assigned due date.   

         Due Date for Course Expectations with signatures: 

9/2/11
